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Orwell’s Luck Book Summary
Book By: Richard W. Jennings

The story begins as the female 12-year-old narrator (whose name is never revealed) finds an injured rabbit in her front yard and works hard to help him recover. She feeds Orwell apples, plays him a concert on her trombone and eventually acquires the aid of a generous vet who restores movement to the rabbit's back legs. Orwell repays her by sending secret messages in the newspaper horoscopes, on the weather page and even in movie credits. Ranging from predictive to realistic to idealistic, the messages eventually teach her that "there is always more than one way of looking at things." Between Orwell's bulletins, the narrator offhandedly concentrates on less mystical dramas, such as her father's sudden unemployment and her loneliness at a new school.

Soon the narrator meets her new neighbor, who she addresses as the “tousle-haired boy.” She exchanges greetings with him after he finishes moving into her neighborhood. Having become good friends within a week’s time, they decide to enter their school’s science fair together. They create an experiment that includes drawing seven Scrabble pieces out of a jar, with the variable being Orwell’s presence in the room. They find that, after completing all parts of the experiment, all of the drawings done with Orwell in the room had perfectly spelled out seven-letter words. The drawings resulted unintentionally in a sequence, from first to last, that spelt out a remarkable poem concerning rabbits. Also, the drawings without the rabbit present resulted with only jumbles of letters. Though they do not win the science fair due to much skepticism with the judges (who also call the experiment cute), they now know that the occurrences were all Orwell’s doing, and not merely coincidence.
