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“I am on space shuttle Discovery SP. I have been here for nine days now. This is my, Drake Veiz’s, report on the scientific space goldfish tests. I have confirmed that it is very possible for a goldfish to survive on a space shuttle. I’ll start this report by describing some ways we came up with to package the goldfish while in space.

The first thing we used to package the fish was a plastic Zip-Lock bag. After we had gone into space, we realized the vulnerability of the bag as it had already gotten a hole. One way we packaged the goldfish afterwards, is we put it inside a clear plastic water bottle. We attached a special device that would convert to container opening to fit an oxygen tank nozzle. There was also a gadget in the conversion device that would control the rate at which the oxygen was to be released into the fish water.

While inside the shuttle, all that the goldfish’s container needed was something to let air in and still be water-tight. Something that might represent this would be a water bottle and bottle cap, as we used then, which connected to the oxygen. We also tried to keep the fish in a waterless environment, and only needed a net-like cover on the bottom, that eliminated the need for oxygen.

The reason I tested the fish without water is because the only reason fish live in water normally is that everything under water is almost completely weightless. Space is without gravity, thus everything is weightless, and the purpose of being underwater for fish is no longer existent.


I will now list all experiments that we conducted on the goldfish. In the first experiment we compared the goldfish’s respiration rate on earth, its respiration rate in space with water, and in space without water. Another experiment we did was examine the fish’s movement in space when it was fully submerged in water, when it was partly submerged, and when it was not in water. The results varied significantly, as shown in the included charts.

So, to summarize this report, goldfish can survive in space, if given the proper care. I used one goldfish for all of my experiments. Closing out, I would like to inform the space station that I enjoy doing this work.”

Finishing the report, Drake walked over to a nearby window and looked out. He watched the earth turn steadily, and the stars as they gleamed with unfathomable beauty. What might other animals’ tests be like? He wondered to himself. “Ahh, it’s eleven.” He said. He turned away and walked to his room door. “Hmm, mail?” Drake said as he grabbed the envelope from the mailbox. He read it to himself. “We had seen your last report, and we would like to give you an offer. Would you be willing to do some testing for us? Thank you for your time in reading this and please reply.” He sat the letter on a nearby countertop. Drake’s eyes gleamed as he turned off his lamp and laid back into his bed.
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