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Summary:


Over each year, landslides cause 15 percent of the deaths from natural disasters in Europe, as well as 25 to 50 deaths and 1.5 billion dollars of damage in the US. One of these took more than 200 lives in the Philippines just last December. Stabilizing mountainsides with steel and cement helps, but at the same time presents other difficulties, such the drills’ vibrations that can loosen large, dangerous debris. A three-ton, four legged, radio controlled, and spider-like robot named the Roboclimber may be the answer to these problems, presenting us with an opportunity to use a machine without a human having to be nearby, and should be faster and cheaper than getting work done by man. While testing begins in May this year, the final product of these engineers’ work should be able to drill holes, insert rods and cement, retrieve data on the slope’s stability, and climb unstable mountainsides.
Opinion:


I think it would be interesting to see the robot do all of the things described. Also it would be nice to know that you, your friend, spouse, or fiancé even would not be at any risk when work is being done on a mountain nearby. The purpose of this article was to inform people about what the overall affects of landslides really are. The article is important because it informs people on the dangers that living near a mountain presents and what to look out for. It also informs them that our technology is advancing enough to handle harsher environments and take our places in some jobs. This is about the dangers of landslides, and about how we have invented better technology to handle unstable mountainsides, which is a part of geology.
