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Summary:


In the summer of 2001, a group of researchers discovered that the floor of the Black Sea is huge, oxygen-less plains with an abundance of chimneys, all formed of single-celled microbes. The microbes live off methane gas that comes from beneath the seabed; the greenhouse gas that scientists now believe brought the world out of the ice age. When researchers felt through the sample they had captured from the sea floor, they found a frozen inside composed of methane hydrate. Methane hydrate is a frozen mixture that drips water and lets off methane gas as it melts, allowing it to burn and be frozen at the same time (if you were to light it on fire). Soon after, a biogeochemist discovered the archaea, microbes that consume methane and produce sulfides. These microbes are what keep the yearly released 300 million tons of methane from reaching our atmosphere. If this methane were to be released in the atmosphere, it would create a much more aggressive greenhouse affect than the carbon-dioxide in the atmosphere today. This methane is produced by other microbes.
Opinion:


I think it would be neat to go to the ocean floor and see all of this stuff and actually know what everything is. Also it would be pretty cool to see something that burns and stays frozen at the same time. The purpose of this article was to inform people about the undersea world of organisms and methane recently discovered. The article is important because it informs people on the dangers that release of methane gas into the atmosphere provides. It also informs them that our technology is advancing enough to handle harsher environments. This is about recently discovered undersea worlds of life and methane, which is a part of oceanography.
