Gulliver’s Travels Review
By: Brandon Smith
The Author, Lemuel Gulliver, a doctor from Nottinghamshire, England, tells of four unusual voyages to "remote nations" between 1699 and 1715. Published in 1726, the report of his travels to interesting and strange lands is told in the book's four parts. 

A Voyage to Lilliput 
The author, after first describing his family, education, apprenticeship, and early medical occupation, becomes a ship's surgeon. He is shipwrecked near New Zealand and washed onto land in Lilliput, an island nation where the residents are less than six inches tall (and everything else accordingly small). Gulliver is at first held prisoner by the Lilliputians but given his freedom after swearing a pledge to assist his hosts against Blefuscu, a nearby island. He single-handedly captures the enemy navy and becomes a hero. Soon, Gulliver becomes the target of deadly schemes because of his new importance. Learning of the plots against him, Gulliver runs to Blefuscu, and escapes back to his own world. 

A Voyage to Brobdingnag 

After only a short stay with his family, Gulliver returns to the sea as a surgeon. The ship is blown off course by a storm in the Pacific Ocean east of Japan and Gulliver is deserted in an unknown country. He finds himself in Brobdingnag where the people are sixty feet tall. After being captured and exhibited for money by a farmer, Gulliver becomes a prized possession of the royal court. In this part Gulliver has many dangerous misadventures due to his size. He is attacked by wasps, a frog, birds, a monkey, and a  court dwarf. Gulliver also has interviews with the King, who asks him about all aspects of the rest of the world. Gulliver tells about these discussions to show the King's small understanding but instead proves the King's judgment to be very intelligent. After hearing the state of affairs in Europe, he concludes we are a "Race of little hateful pests." Gulliver escapes when an eagle carries away his box and drops him into the sea where he is rescued by an English ship and returned home. 

A Voyage to Laputa and Other Islands 

After a short stay with his family, Gulliver is forced to join another expedition. During this voyage, Gulliver commands a small ship while the main ship is in port. He is captured by pirates, who set him adrift, where he is rescued by Laputa, a "flying island" that floats above the ground and moves from point to point by asset of magnetism. The people of Laputa are entirely captivated by mathematics, astronomy, and music, but have no realistic talents. They are so distracted by academic thinking that they need helpers, called 'flappers', to tap them on their mouths or ears to signal when it is their turn to speak or listen. From there Gulliver goes to Balnibarbi, an island on the surface below Laputa, where the people are also interested in the sciences. The author visits the Academy in Lagado, the capital, where he describes many weird experiments. Next he visits the Island of Glubbdubdrib, which is ruled by a sorcerer, who entertains his guests by calling forth the spirits of the ancient world. Still attempting to return home, Gulliver travels to Luggnagg where he learns of the Struldbrugs, a race of immortals. Gulliver originally assumes that the immortality would mean wisdom and happiness but learns that the Struldbrugs spend their extra years being old. From Luggnagg he sails to Japan where, pretending to be Dutch, he gets away aboard a Dutch ship and returns home. 

A Voyage to the Country of Houyhnhnms

In his fourth adventure, Gulliver commands his own ship. His crew rebels and sets him ashore in an unknown country, home of the Houyhnhnms, a race of intelligent horses, and the Yahoos, a smelly and brutish race of humans. Gulliver comes to respect the Houyhnhnms' way of life and becomes a follower of one he calls "my Master." Observing the Yahoos, Gulliver discovers that many human failures, such as greed and desire, are natural in human personality. When Gulliver tells the Houyhnhnm master about Europe, his Master observes that humans are Yahoos with just enough intelligence to make their faults worse. Gulliver comes to hate humans as Yahoos and decides to stay with the Houyhnhnms. However, it is obvious to the Houyhnhnms that Gulliver was a Yahoo and they kick him out. Gulliver swears that he will not return home, and decides to find a deserted island to live away his days. However, he is discovered by the crew of a Portuguese ship, who force him aboard and return him, against his will, to his home. When he arrived, his mind filled with hatred and disgust of his family. Gulliver ends by describing how, after originally being overwhelmed by closeness to other humans, (or Yahoos) he is learning to bear his fellow citizens.

Altogether, I think that Mr. Lemuel Gulliver was a very great, imaginative, and creative author; and I think that the book Gulliver’s Travels was very well written.
