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Summary:


Only a minority of cancer cells can create new tumors. Researchers tested this by injecting cancer cells into mice. When the mice where injected with 5000 or more cells, the mice got cancer every time. Afterwards, the researchers tried just 1000 cells, and only a quarter of the mice developed tumors. This meant that there weren’t enough of the cells that cause cancer in the smaller samples to create tumors. To target the cells that create tumors, the researchers used antibodies that attached to different proteins in the cells.

Many of the cells do not create cancer at all, but tumors were constantly produced by 200 or more cells of the same type that had certain surface proteins. The tumors created by these cells had all the different types of cells from the original tumor, including the ones that did not create new tumors. This meant that cancer cells could also create many different cell types. With this, the researchers claim that they can figure out how to target the cancer-creating cells, and thus improve cancer therapy’s effectiveness.
Opinion:


This is great news for those who get cancer. I believe that improving the effectiveness of cancer therapy (how many cancer cells can be killed) will make cancer less of a death threat, and help cancer patients live longer. This discovery brings us closer to an effective cure for cancer.
