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Summary:


A fairly new sickness named the chronic wasting disease, closely related to the mad cow disease, is plaguing wild deer and elk in the upper mid-west US. No cases of humans catching this deadly brain disease have been recorded, and health officials are not warning people to stop eating the two species. Although it is unlikely to happen, scientists are testing for danger of CWD affecting humans.


In states like Wisconsin, fears about the disease have prompted drastic measures. In these places, hunters originally permitted to kill only one deer can now shoot over 100 legally. However, the disease has scared many hunters away due to how widespread it is becoming. Officials in a few states are de-heading lifeless deer and sending them to laboratories for testing. Whether the carcass is infected or not determines how they dispose of it.


In Early 2003, Colorado laboratories will be testing monkeys (instead of people) to see if the disease can be spread by eating deer or elk meat. It will be many years before anyone can tell if the disease affects humans in any way. It may take from 10 to 15 years before the problem is solved. Deer and elk eaters are going to have to live quite a while without certainty.

Opinion:


The CWD doesn't affect me personally because I don’t hunt. But there are many hunters in our state and community who this may affect, especially if they travel north to go hunting. The scary thing is that nobody knows whether CWD will ever affect humans.

This information is also important because if too many deer and elk die, woodland ecosystems could become unbalanced.

