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Summary:
A new understanding to humanity’s force on the environment has triggered corrective actions by individuals and governments. Efforts include the 1997 conference in Kyoto, Japan, with its agreement among most industrialized nations to reduce global emissions. Meanwhile, internet and mobile phone communications make possible workers environmental efforts by a growing worldwide network of activists. Gasoline electric hybrid cars are already reducing carbon dioxide emissions. One of the automobile designs is powered by a hydrogen fuel cell that creates emissions of pure water. A 1987 ban on CFCs, which tear down the planet’s protective Ozone layer, has stopped further release of chlordane, DDT, and PCBs. With a yearly growth rate estimated as high as 30 percent, ecotourism and its likely profits have provoked governments across the developing world to defend natural areas as well as traditional cultures. Skeptics warn that ecotourism is often more a promotional scheme than a sign of sensitive environmental approach.

Xerox’s Waste Free program recycled 80 percent of the unharmful solid waste created by the corporation’s factories in 2000. It also kept 158 million pounds of electronics waste out of landfills through remanufacturing. Attendees to the 1999 World Economic Summit first confirmed climate change to be the most critical global problem facing businesses. Environmentally perceptive buildings are reducing energy use. Examples include European buildings equipped with solar roof tiles and a Gap Inc. office in San Bruno, California, whose roof is sheltered with insulating native grasses. The U.S. and Europe have proved how quickly the planet’s face can be cleaned by reducing emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides. In the 1980s industrial nations began cutting the release of sulfur dioxide, a creation of coal-fired power plants, by switching to natural gas and cleaner coal to produce electricity. Thanks to catalytic converters and cleaner fuels, automobiles are emitting lower levels of nitrogen oxides.
Opinion:
I think that according to this article, the progress we have made in protecting our environment since last year is excellent. I am eager to see some of this progress elsewhere, but for now I am content at the idea that my environment is getting safer every day.
(Back)








