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Summary:


Authorities are searching everywhere for answers to the cause of the West Nile virus. The mosquito-borne illness has affected Illinois more than any other state this summer. It has 399 cases so far, including 21 deaths. These stats are much worse than Louisiana, the hot, swampy, and humid state, which has had eleven deaths.

The West Nile virus was first discovered in New York City, 1999. Experts’ theories include a heavy amount of mosquito-infested cemeteries, bird migration patterns, and the summertime habits of Illinois residents. You may have thought that the original virus itself was treacherous, but there is also the West Nile encephalitis, or brain swelling. Precautions are wear insect repellant or protective clothing, and also avoid being outside at dusk and dawn when mosquitoes are most active. There have been more than 1,500 cases nationwide, including 74 total deaths.

One reason for the outbreak may be that Illinois is an a popular bird migration route, which is the Mississippi Flyway. Bird may also spread the deadly disease. The southern suburbs of Illinois have quite a bit of cemeteries, which are ideal breeding grounds for the mosquitoes. Mourners bring in containers of flowers, which collect rainwater in which mosquitoes breed. 


As cooler weather approaches, mosquitoes and their activity is expected to decrease.

Opinion:


I feel that the information I read about was very important. It is important because if some people didn’t know about this, they may have died. It is news because the West Nile virus is a very deadly disease. This article is important to our every day lives. It is important that we follow the precautions in this article because if we don’t we may die or get very ill.
