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Plato Jones, a British 13 year-old, has always known that his Welsh grandfather was a hero in the Greek resistance. Now, as Plato and his mother return to her village for his Greek grandfather’s funeral, Plato finds that this other grandfather might have been a coward and a traitor. It’s hard to keep track of all the relatives across countries and generations, especially since there are present-day problems, including Plato’s father, who lives in New York with his new young wife. As he connects his own worries about himself to what happened in the Greek village when the Nazis closed in on his two grandfathers 50 years earlier, Plato learns the illusion of deceiving labels like hero and villain. Plato’s best friend tells him to stop whining about being caught between cultures and all that identity stuff, and that he’s lucky to have two countries where he’s at home.
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