Dear Friend,

Brandon Smith is going with a team for missionary work in Poland! The team and he will get to be on staff at a Christian-based arts camp for children, helping to prove that people from outside their country care for them. Admittedly it's strange referring to myself in third person. But hey, now you know who this is coming from!

After several years of hanging around the church and hearing about these trips, I have come to feel that I need to know what this trip is all about. The truest and simple answer is that missions in Poland or anywhere else are about God. From what I understand, however, learning first-hand is an invaluable experience - moreso than anyone can gauge until they've done it themselves. As others have pointed out to me, visiting another country for the Lord's purpose can change you, and can do so just as much or more than it changes those whose lives you will help and change through it. I don't understand why, and I'm not completely comfortable with the idea yet, but the Lord wants me somewhere else, and so I will go. I can't do it alone though, nor should I try to!

I need money to make it to Poland, and it might be you that I need it from! To be exact: I, as well as each of the other team members, must raise $1,950 to buy tickets. Because I plan to stay for both weeks that are available to us, I personally will need another $250. While it's true that I am probably unable to come up with all of this money on my own, there's a greater reason why the team and I need help from others. Simply put: we need to go without expectations. When we use our own money to get ourselves places, it's hard to shake the feeling that we deserve whatever we expected, because we paid for the trip with those expectations in mind. We can't afford to be that way when God has other plans though, and the best way to go on missions for everyone but ourselves is to be supported in majority by others, and not by ourselves. If you think you might want to help me or the rest of the team out, read on!

More than money, I need you to pray for the team. It is no small feat for each of those in the team to raise this amount of money in so short a time, but there are a lot of other obstacles that could stand in our way. We all need your prayers to overcome some of these issues: to go for Him where we may not be comfortable, and to help us drop control of our lives and actions and to put that control in the Lord's hands.

The team and I leave for Poland on July 23rd, 2010, and as mentioned before, I will be staying each of the two weeks that people from our team will be there (there are also separate trips for each week). Optimally, I need to raise the total amount of $2,200 by June 1st, and as you can likely tell I'm a little late in getting this message out!

There is no minimum donation, so don't think that what you have to give isn't good enough. If you want to give anything at all toward the total, one cent closer is better than nothing at all! =) 

Please know that if I come to acquire any excess money from fundraising, I will immediately use it to help others on the team meet their goal of $1,950 so that they might be able to go without that extra "mental baggage."

Thank you so much for your time in reading this, and I appreciate deeply anything that you have to offer, whether it be the gift of your prayers, or of your money to help get us to Poland. I've noticed that those who do give for these kinds of things want to know exactly what purpose their money is being used for. My facebook page has been closed for over six months now... Because of this trip, and since facebook has become such a nation- (and world-) wide resolution for social networking, I have opened it again solely for the purpose of posting pictures and stories of things me and the rest of the Poland team do - both before, during, and maybe even after the trip. I promise to try to keep you updated, and will also post status updates to let everyone know how the fundraising is coming along!

If you'd like more information about the trip and the people who are involved, feel free to e-mail or message me for more details!

Brandon

--Related Information--

The Church's Address:

Cedar Ridge Christian Church

8835 Lackman Road

Lenexa, KS  66219

Cedar Ridge Christian Church's Poland Mission 2010 website:

http://crcc-polandmission2010.yolasite.com

Cedar Ridge Christian Church's home website:

www.cedarridge.cc

Brandon's home address:

12701 Century Street

Overland Park, KS  66213

Please address and send any checks to the church (address above), and follow the instructions below to insure that they go toward Brandon's fund.

CEDAR RIDGE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Short-Term Mission Trip Contribution Guidelines

Thank you for considering a donation to one of our short-term mission trips. The trip you have been asked to support is an approved project of the CRCC Outreach Ministry. Before you make your donation, we want to review with you the way contributions to short-term mission trips work in order to protect the tax deductibility of your contribution and the tax-exempt status of our church.

The donation you are making is a contribution to the CRCC Missions Fund. While you may voice a preference about how that money is used or to whose account it is to be credited, you may not "earmark" the money for a specific individual. This is strictly prohibited by IRS guidelines. By those guidelines, the church must maintain a reasonable amount of control over how the money is to be used in order for you to receive a tax deduction. Therefore, the following procedures will be followed:

1. Make your check payable to Cedar Ridge Christian Church. In the memo section of your check, indicate "Missions - pref. 'Lauren Jones'".

2. When possible, we will honor that preference.

3. If "Lauren" rasies more money than she needs for the trip or if she is unable to go on the trip, your contribution will be used to support other financial needs of the trip or the ministry partner (the outreach ministry we will be serving during the trip).

4. If the trip as a whole raises more money than needed or if it is canceled for any reason, the unused contributions will be transferred into the CRCC Missions Fund and will normally be used for the benefit of the trip's ministry partner.

