Pre-World War II Timeline Outline

1917 – Russian Revolution stirred rebellion around the globe

1922 – Mussolini gains power in Italy

1925 – The Locarno Agreements

1929-1939 – Great Depression weakens European powers
1929-1939 – Great Depression weakens the economy of the US and acts as a distraction

1930 – Salt March in India highlights India’s opposition to British rule
1931 – Rise of the militarists in Japan

1931 – Japanese army officers provoke the Manchurian incident which gave them an excuse to attack the Manchurians

1931 – Japan seizes Manchuria and withdraws from the League of Nations

1931 – South Africa granted self-government

1933 – New Deal begins in US

1933 – Hitler gains power in Germany

1933 – Hitler establishes the Third Reich

1934 – Scientist Enrico Fermi begins the atomic age
1934 – Long March in China

1935 – Italy invades Ethiopia

1936 – Hitler sends troops into the Rhineland

1936 – Spanish Civil War begins; later draws other European powers into the fighting

1937 – Japanese armies invade eastern China

1938 – German scientists discover the process of nuclear fission

1938 – Hitler engineered the Anschluss, or union of Austria and Germany

1938 – Munich Conference; British and French leaders cave in to Hitler’s demands

1939 – Japan forms an alliance with Germany and Italy

1939 – Hitler took over Czechoslovakia; democratic powers realize that appeasement will not work & promise to protect Poland

1939 – Hitler announces a non-aggression pact with the USSR

1939 – Germany invades Poland; World War II begins

