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The film Good Night, and Good Luck.’s topic is Edward R. Murrow’s CBS television broadcasts that aimed to help bring down U.S. senator Joseph McCarthy. Murrow tries to do this because of McCarthy’s baseless accusation that hundreds of people in the U.S. government are Communists. The film covered the entire series of broadcasts done by Murrow, the events within the CBS studio, and experiences of a few members of the studio.
The presentation of this topic within the film was quite realistic and historically accurate. I can see no obvious inaccuracies in relevance to the class textbook or previous notes or discussions done on this subject. As far as events concerning the CBS studio go, the film seems to have covered all aspects of the topic.

I learned that many of the broadcast crew members were uneasy towards Ed’s broadcasts and their subject at the time, despite still allowing each broadcast to be put on display to the entire country. I was also not aware that Murrow was previously on the Soviet payroll, nor that the CBS crew broadcast about a U.S. Air Force soldier’s relief from duty, until I saw this movie. The fact that the broadcast crew was uneasy toward Murrow’s topics surprised me; I did not think that there would have been any problems within the studio about their broadcasts. The fact that Murrow had previously been on the Soviet payroll was among the most surprising to me.
I would like to know more about Senator McCarthy’s reaction to each broadcast, as well as the events in his life at the time. I believe it would have been interesting to see what he thought and what actions he took in response to each broadcast. The happenings in the life of the air force soldier who was inexplicably dismissed from duty would also give me a better idea of the historical significance of these events. I would like to know exactly how the court’s ruling on his case was affected by Murrow’s broadcasts.
Overall, this film was very historically accurate, and gave the viewer a good feel for what it was like to be in the shoes of Ed Murrow or a member of the broadcasting crew. I do however feel that, given a display of a typical family-of-the-time’s reaction to the broadcasts, the viewer may more easily be able to tell the overall impact of these events on American lives.
