Hex Response Essay

By Brandon Smith

I am doing this report on the book Hex by Rhiannon Lassiter. The book is about a new, small generation of humans, or “Hexes.” They have mutant abilities which allow them to interface with electronics, and they fight to be treated equally as normal people. This book in particular tells of Raven, a Hex, and her brother Wraith’s quest to find and recover their sister, from whom they were parted in a blockhouse during their early childhood. I chose this book because it looked interesting. The teaser on the back sounds a bit cheesy, but it doesn’t do the book any justice. What drew me to it is the “computer theme” the cover implements. The plot, setting, and character development of the book is very captivating.


The plot in the book, at first, is very straightforward. But as the reader progresses through the first three quarters of the book, the plot veers from Raven and Wraith simply finding their sister to their attempt to save the Hex race by destroying the government Hex experimentation complex. This gradual change in plot, fed by the findings of Wraith and Raven, greatly helps keep the reader’s attention throughout.

The character development in Hex is very interesting as well. The characters are set up in a way that allows for development in areas aside from common ones like attitude and emotions. For example, Raven’s Hex abilities caused her to become extremely independent throughout her childhood. Quoted from text; “The fact that her (Raven’s) life had been in danger since she was a child had affected her personality. Wraith saw her very rarely as she had become increasingly difficult to communicate with. Her moods ranged from paranoid depression to reckless hyperactivity.” By the end of the book, she has become a lot friendlier to others. She has also learned to depend on them more.

The irony of the book – The hex “mutants,” or generation, is the result of scientific testing on humans to provide more “computer savvy” people. Yet the government “exterminates,” as the public is told, every Hex they find. These are the same Hexes that are the experimental results the government requisitioned. Quoted from Raven; “‘But it’s connected to what I was telling you the other day about the rush to create more advanced technology during the 21st century. One of the areas that was affected was genetic research. A lot of mutated genes were grafted on to human DNA. They were designed to make the human race more efficient and adaptable. Most of the mutations didn’t have much effect so in the end the experimentation was abandoned. But the Hex gene which was created was widely adopted until 2098 when Hexes were made illegal.’ … ‘It was designed to increase computer literacy,’ ... ‘They were trying to improve programming skills, things like that.’”

Rhiannon Lassiter’s Hex has a shocking type of irony, and an exciting plot and character development. The book went far beyond my expectations. The cover summary seems cheesy, with little depth – one that might steer readers away. But, in fact, the book is very deep, interesting, and exciting.
