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Both U.S. atomic bombings on Nagasaki and Hiroshima during World War II were not necessary to trigger Japan’s surrender.  Only one bomb, if any at all, would have needed to be used, and only used as an example of the atomic bomb’s power in order to make Japan surrender to the United States, and end the war.
At 8:15 A.M. (Hiroshima time) on August 6th, 1949, the U.S. B-29 Enola Gay dropped “Little Boy”, the first nuclear device ever to be used as a weapon of war, over the Japanese city of Hiroshima.7  The residents of Hiroshima expected nothing more than reconnaissance due to the small number of planes, and therefore took no precautions.  The blast, equivalent to 13 kilotons of TNT, instantly took the lives of at least an estimated 90,000 people.3  Approximately 2,000 Japanese-Americans were killed by the blast, and around 900 were exposed to radiation, but lived on.  Not until sixteen hours later did Japan know exactly what had hit them.  When they did find out, they did not expect it to happen again.
At 11:01 A.M. (Nagasaki time) on August 9th, 1949, the B-29 Superfortress Bockscar released the atomic bomb “Fat Man” over the industrial center of the Japanese city Nagasaki.1  Yet again, the Japanese assumed that the planes were on reconnaissance.  No alarm was given since a 7:50 A.M. air raid alert, which had been given the all clear, and no protectorate measures were taken by the citizens of Nagasaki.  Forty-three seconds after the bomb’s release, a blast as strong as 21 kilotons of TNT instantaneously killed about 70,000 residents of Nagasaki, leaving close to 60,000 of the survivors injured.2  Some of the survivors of the previous Hiroshima bombing had come to Nagasaki afterwards, just to be bombed again.
In between the two bombings, leaflets that warned the Japanese of another bombing –should they not accept the United States’ terms of surrendering – were dropped into Japan.6  During this time, Japan gave no reaction to the Proclamation Defining Terms for Japanese Surrender.  The Japanese government, Emperor Hirohito, and the War council were considering several conditions to be met for their surrender.  These terms were as follows: that the principle of the preservation of the Japanese throne be left intact, that the Imperial Headquarters take responsibility for demobilization and disarmament, and the passing of the punishment of war criminals on to the Japanese government.  Japan would have surrendered, were they given a small amount of more time to decide.

Many of the scientists, which the atomic bomb could not have been produced without and who did work on it, even opposed its use as a weapon.  Among these scientists were Leo Szilard, who played a major role in the Manhattan Project, and Albert Einstein.  The scientists whom opposed this stated that such use of its force was indefensibly immoral, and that it would lose the United States public support throughout the world.  Japan itself stated that the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were in fact war crimes because of the arbitrary and severe suffering that they caused.  The bombings violated the international law which governed the conduct of war.
Essentially, Japan was defeated before any of the bombings were executed.  Although they gave little or no signs of surrendering, only a demonstration of the bombs to Japan on an unpopulated geographical testing ground would have been needed to eventually trigger their surrender.  Many military officers, including General Douglas MacArthur, argued that the Japanese would have surrendered prior to the atomic bombings if we had clarified our conditions of surrender.  Had we clearly stated in the conditions of capitulation that Emperor Hirohito would be able to keep his throne – which we allowed in their surrender after the atomic bombings – the war would have ended, as that was the sole and primary stipulation which Japan wanted from the United States.  Truly, the Japanese had never decided exactly what terms they desired for surrender besides preservation of the throne.  Their government was split between those who would gladly demobilize Japan’s forces for peace, and those who believed that more battles were needed to decide what terms to negotiate over for a peace agreement.5  However, the final and actual surrender was met only thanks to the direct interference of Emperor Hirohito himself.4
Some may argue that the atomics bombings, thought by many to have ended the war more quickly, were mandatory to save the lives of many Americans.  As Japan would have surrendered before the bombings, however, the bombings were no longer necessary to save American soldiers’ lives.  In his memoir The White House Years, Dwight D. Eisenhower stated, “…Japan was already defeated and that dropping the bomb was completely unnecessary, and secondly because I thought that our country should avoid shocking world opinion by the use of a weapon whose employment was, I thought, no longer mandatory as a measure to save American lives. It was my belief that Japan was, at that very moment, seeking some way to surrender with a minimum loss of 'face'.”8
Over all, the atomic bombings on Nagasaki and Hiroshima were immoral, violated international laws governing the conduct of war, and caused a worldwide opinion shock in what many nations thought of the United States.  The destruction which resulted from the bombings was unnecessary to end World War II, as Japan was already on the brink of surrender.
