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Home-Front Letter
December 12th, 1917

Dear Jared,


How are things in the war? I bet it is very cold there. In case you have not realized it yet, this is your cousin Brandon writing. I am simply at home here in Kansas, and am still in school, as usual. I am a senior this year, and I think I am going to be drafted into the war after I graduate. Perhaps I will see you there? But that is most unlikely, I suppose.


Things have been very different here at home lately. My mother is working extremely often, and I almost miss her as if she herself was fighting alongside you in the war! That is how often she is gone working. Family life is quite similar for many of my friends. Quite a few of their fathers have gone off to war, and there are no more work-capable boys in their family. So, their mothers end up working to help out with the family and expenses. At least the benefits are great, though – for African-Americans as well.

I would like it, when you write back, if you would explain to me the status of the warfront, hospitals, and the like of which you deal with. Are conditions decent and acceptable? I have heard that they are rather unpleasant… If this is so, I am very sorry that you have to put up with it all. I can not say that I am looking forward to being drafted, though I probably would be if I paid any attention to the CPI. They are spreading propaganda through every form of communication that they can get their lying tongues around.

This may be a blatant question but, why are we even involved in this war? For as much as I know, very little of the war and the related outcomes of it have posed a threat to us. Sure, the U.S. could probably get some money and respect out of the situation – from whomever we aid – but if you ask me, those small bits of compensation are not worth the lives and other sacrifices of our country’s men. I do wonder if President Wilson even put a second thought into his declaration of war…

Everything here has increased significantly in price, thanks to the War Industries Board. Did you hear about that before you left to fight? Because of price control put in place by the WIB, the prices of many things seem to have nearly doubled. I suppose we ought to thank the WIB though, too, as it has greatly increased most families’ income.

For a few months now, I have considered joining a war protest. There are very few, however, and with the Espionage Act in place (it was passed by congress this summer), everyone has to be careful about what they say. If someone says something even close to suspicious, they could be taken as a spy for Germany or another war enemy. I have also heard of another act that congress may pass sometime soon, and that will render any war protests impossible without protesters being thrown into jail afterwards.

I apologize for leaving off on a negative note, but I must finish this and move on to school work. May God be with you and keep you safe!

Your cousin,

Brandon Smith
