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Vocabulary Story – Fallen Man

The towering man stopped and chose to lean against a nearby shop display window, slick and blurred by the showers. His dark demeanor complimented his slumped stature and his choice to remain in chronic anonymity. I thought this hardly a storytelling environment, but my aversions were of no matter as we were unable to find a less discomforting shelter; all other points of rest were in some way celestially open to the descending dew of the air. He began to speak, and the surprising warmth of his voice indirectly belittled the rain – became instantly a catalyst that cajoled the rise of my alleviation.

He said he had been an orphan. The man talked of how many men who he had acclaimed as a youth eventually began to callously censure and chastise him on any grounds they could. To this day he still understands not what reasons they had to hold animosity for a boy who advocated them so. He explained that the unfounded and insatiable odium in the men quickly alienated him, augmenting his desire for autonomy. Not long afterward did he find that the path to independence was extremely arduous, and even more so for a young child. He had forced himself to become aloof from those he knew to avoid overwhelming sorrow or pain, and from what he stayed abstinent became a decision and responsibility of his own. In his seclusion from others and society did his sensitive heart and once adept speech atrophy, though all the while his mind grew more authoritarian (in itself).

The sense in his words waned; the topic slowly escaped me and became ambiguous. I blame this on the fact that he was not the most articulate of men. He finished at some point and said that he needed to be somewhere. My attention had deviated too much and I was barely able to bid him goodbye before he had walked too far. When ears realized that they were no longer hearing his voice, they immediately allowed the concepts of cool and wet to reach my mind again. Legs propelling me toward the nearby parking lot, I recalled that I do not believe he ever answered my original question.
