Brandon Smith

Poetry Terms
Alliteration
Definition:
The matching or repetition of consonant sounds.

Example:
The main process of making the mold was unmatched.
Blank Verse

Definition:
Poetry that is written in unrhymed iambic pentameter.
Example:
A quelling, quick current divides the sound


Solemn a state the tune of water builds
Free Verse

Definition:
Poetry composed of lines that have no set meter, and that are rhymed or unrhymed.
Example:
Golden is the fertile ground


From growth last year was left unbound

Iambic Pentameter

Definition:
A sort of meter in poetry in which there are five iambs to a line. An iamb is defined as an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable.
Example:
No light; quiet is black, product of night.
Imagery

Definition:
Written word that evokes one or more of the five senses.
Example:
The sweet aroma of maple syrup captivated the air.
Irony

Definition:
An implied meaning in a text that deviates from its literal meaning.
Example:
“A fine thing indeed!” he muttered to himself.
Metaphor

Definition:
A figure of speech in which one class of things is referred to as if it belonged to another class.

Example:
The day was still fresh.
Onomatopoeia

Definition:
The representation of a sound by an imitation of it in writing.
Example:
The clock ticked every second.
Parable

Definition:
A brief and often simple narrative that illustrates a religious or moral lesson.
Example:
And he spoke a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
Parallel Structure

Definition:
Use of the same pattern of words to show that two or more ideas have the same level of importance.
Example:
Nothing brought him more joy than cooking, building, or spending time with his family.
Personification

Definition:
Figure of speech in which inanimate objects or abstract ideas are given human or animal qualities.
Example:
The limbs of the trees grabbed at him.
Simile

Definition:
Figure of speech in which an object is plainly compared to another object.
Example:
The tear upon her face was like the dew of a rose.
Italian Sonnet

Definition:
A fourteen-line poem where the first eight lines follow a strict rhyming pattern consisting of two different rhymes, and the last six follow a more flexible rhyming pattern consisting of two to three different rhymes. In strict practice, the last six lines usually do not end with a couplet.
Example:
Milton! thou shouldst be living at this hour: 

England hath need of thee: she is a fen 

Of stagnant waters: altar, sword, and pen, 

Fireside, the heroic wealth of hall and bower, 

Have forfeited their ancient English dower 

Of inward happiness. We are selfish men; 

Oh! raise us up, return to us again; 

And give us manners, virtue, freedom, power. 

Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart; 

Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea: 

Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free, 

So didst thou travel on life's common way, 

In cheerful godliness; and yet thy heart 

The lowliest duties on herself did lay.

English Sonnet

Definition:
The English sonnet also consists of fourteen lines, however it follows a completely strict rhyme scheme and is divided differently. Its division consists of three quatrains followed by a rhyming couplet.
Example:
So oft have I invoked thee for my Muse,
And found such faire assistance in my verse,
As every Alien pen hath got my use,
And under thee their poesy disperse.
Thine eyes, that taught the dumb on high to sing,
And heavy ignorance aloft to flie,
Have added feathers to the learned's wing,
And given grace a double majestie.
Yet be most proud of that which I compile,
Whose influence is thine and born of thee,
In others'works thou dost but mend the style
And arts with thy sweet graces graced be.
But thou art all my art, and dost advance
As high as learning my rude ignorance.

Symbol

Definition:
The use of an object or action that means something more than its literal meaning.
Example:
The stars and stripes are what he lives for.
