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Hidden Flame
Author:


John Dryden
Literal Paraphrase:
The narrator explains that she (presumably a woman) hides within herself a love for someone that torments her because that person denies her this love. Despite the suffering that the love causes her, she willingly endures it and keeps it “alive” within herself, because its existence alone is satisfying to her. She seems to acknowledge to herself that she will never be at a more loving or intimate state with this person, and so says that she will be content with the way it is despite the pain it continues to cause in her.

Theme(s) ~

Author’s Message:
Enduring, yet knowingly one-sided love and its discontenting product. A non-mutual love of another is very painful, and one can and should expect for their idealistic desires concerning the situation to never be fulfilled.
Favorite Line:
“To be more happy I dare not aspire, / Nor can I fall more low, mounting no higher.”
~Why:
These are my favorite lines because they seem to summarize the poem. The lines are sort of the confirmation point that proves that the narrator realizes the truth and futility of her love, and is not oblivious of it, but desires that her love remain, regardless.
Poetic Techniques:

Personification








“My faith rewards my love,”





Rhyme Scheme: AABB




“…cruel




…fuel




…quiet




…deny it.”
New Title:


Echoless Call
Personal Response:
I feel that perhaps to some extent I, but most certainly other people, would be able to identify with this poem were it more readily and easily understandable. It tells of a theme which, as it seems to me, recurs in nearly every person’s life, and that is pitied by many. For this reason, I enjoyed this poem.
