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Hunt, Tamara L. “Education of Women” Encyclopedia of the Victorian Era. Ed. James 
Eli Adams. Vol. 1. Danbury, CT: Grolier, 2004. 34-35.


Back in the 1800’s, teaching welcomed women to the profession. Early in the pioneering of female teachers, there were no schools to formally train the teachers so they would be capable of teaching. Eventually, “Teacher Schools” were founded, and allowed women to attain teaching licenses. The Maria Grey Training College was the first official college for teachers. As the number of training schools increased, so did the demand for teachers. After the Education Act of 1870, the demand was at an all time high, and teaching young children became a matronly role for women of the time. Even after being trained, some schools preferred unlicensed women because they were more “malleable” and were more adaptable to the teaching style the owner of the school wanted. By the end of the century, over 40% of women had not taken the licensing exam for teachers, thus they were not licensed. During this time, women started asking for better schools, and more rights. Soon after, they started running for administrative roles on the school board, unfortunately for women, gender bias was still greatly influential in society.


The Encyclopedia of the Victorian Era is a very useful resource. It was full of information regarding the topic I researched, and had an abundance of facts. It is very understandable, and easy to comprehend allowing me to pull out tons of information. It told me about how women took on the role of teaching, how they were trained and certified for teaching, and what happened after women were sort of expected to teach in some way or another. It mentioned a couple training colleges as well what age groups women would teach; altogether, a very thorough and complete resource to use.

Nettlesworth Primary School. “Victorian Schools.” Nettlesworth Primary School 
Website. 19 Jan. 2007


<http://www.nettlesworth.durham.sch.uk/time/victorian/uschool.html>


Punishment in Victorian era schools was much more severe than it is today. Teachers would refer to a “punishment book” to see which punishment the disobeying student would receive. Punishments included canings, which consisted of the student picking out which cane the teacher would use. Then the teacher would cane the student; Boys were caned across their bottoms, and Girls were caned on their bare hands or bare legs. Some teachers were so furious, that they would snap the canes they used, in which case they would “keep birch rods in jars of water to make them more supple.” The other main punishment was the dunce cap, where the student would stand on a stool while wearing a large cap with a ‘D’ on it as well as wearing a band on their arm with the word “Dunce” on it. Students could be punished for any of the following reasons: rude conduct, leaving the playground without permission, sulkiness, answering back, missing Sunday prayers, throwing ink pellets, and being late to class.


This website is quite useful. It has good solid information on how students were punished back in Victorian schools, which those are described in the above paragraph. The look of the site may be slightly annoying with a bright blue background, and quite a few moving graphics, but the useful information out-weighs the looks. This website is an overall solid resource and provides good information.
