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District History Assessment
Both U.S. atomic bombings on Nagasaki and Hiroshima during World War II were not necessary to trigger Japan’s surrender. Only one bomb, if any at all, would have needed to be used, and only used as an example of the atomic bomb’s power in order to get Japan to end the war.
At 8:15 A.M. (Hiroshima time) on August 6th, 1949, the B-29 Enola Gay dropped Little Boy, the first nuclear device ever to be used as a weapon of war, over the Japanese city of Hiroshima. The residents of Hiroshima expected nothing more than reconnaissance due to the small number of planes, and therefore took no precautions. The blast, equivalent to 13 kilotons of TNT, instantly took the lives of at least an estimated 90,000 people. Approximately 2,000 Japanese-Americans were killed by the blast, and around 900 were exposed to radiation, but lived on. Not until sixteen hours later did Japan know exactly what had hit them.
