BOSTON MASSACRE
Your task is to answer the question, “What happened on March 5, 1770?”

· Was this event really a massacre or a riot?

· Was it murder or self-defense?

As you write your paper, you will choose one of two positions:
1. The British opened fire on the colonists with little or no provocation.

2. The Americans provoked the British, who then acted in self-defense.

Refer to the following sites, where you can gather information to support your arguments. 

• Boston Massacre information 

http://www.crf-usa.org/bria/bria16_1.html#adams
http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/index.htm
• Crispus Attucks information 

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2p24.html
• Captain Preston’s account 

http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/D/1751-1775/bostonmassacre/prest.htm
• Anonymous eyewitness account 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/acct-anonymous1.htm
• John Adams’s trial speech 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/acct-adams1.htm
• Theodore Bliss deposition 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/d-bliss.htm 
• Robert Goddard deposition 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/d-goddard.htm
• Benjamin Burdick deposition 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/d-burdick.htm
• Richard Palmes deposition 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/d-palmes.htm
• John Hancock anniversary speech 

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/trial/acct-hancock1.htm 
Your paper needs to include at least 3 citations (sources) to support your argument.

Due – Wednesday, August 30th
5 points
Clearly states a position.

30 points
Cites and refers to a minimum of 3 sources.

10 points
Persuasively argues and defends their position.

5 points
Writes in proper conventional form.

50 points total.

