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Research Questions: 

Morse, Elizabeth J, James E Adams. “Education of Women.” 
Encyclopedia of the Victorian Era Vol. 2. Danbury, Connecticut: Scholastic Library Publishing, 2004. 137-143


The original schools in England that were set up for girls mainly taught reading in order to train them their morals and social places. These schools were optional and were up to the parents to decide whether their daughters attended. A major deterrent to women’s education was the fact that academic girls weren’t supposed to get husbands. The first public secondary schools for Women opened in the 1870’s and supported household skills such as a governess, later more practical teachings would come. The first female college was Girton College which opened in 1869. This led to some of England’s major colleges becoming coed and Cambridge first allowing females to listen in the back of the class in 1881. It wasn’t until 1921 that they gave they’re first degree to a women though. The career that most often welcomed Women was teaching, so many colleges focused their education there. 

Landrow, George P. “A Critical View of British Public Schools.”  Victorian Web. 

26 March. 2002. National University of Singapore. 25 Jan. 2007 <http://www.victorianweb.org/history/education/eh4.html>
Public Schools left much to be desired during the Victorian Era. The school system was made up of seven privileged boarding schools and two day schools in London. The schools did not teach a wide variety of subjects, focusing on making gentlemen or clergymen. The poor did not benefit from the system very much because it was often used to move those of the upper middle class to the aristocracy. Inside the schools conditions were dim and included, “dreadful teaching, archaic curricula, bullying, sexual abuse, and dreadful living conditions (Landrow).”
