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The Education Act of 1870 was the most significant piece of education legislation of the Victorian Era. Before this piece of legislation existed, children and adults requiring education would have to either go to a religiously affiliated school or a private venture. These schools were either poorly constructed and run, resulting in rampant disease and hunger rather than high quality education, or they were geared to religious affiliations and those at the school were locked into a future path not of their own choosing. Fortunately, the English authorities realized their mistakes and introduced this legislation to fix the problem. With the introduction of this bill the government established compulsory, universal education, state funding as well as government inspection in order to keep the schools high quality, and finally it introduced local school rates to make all this information affordable. All these improvements led to rapid technological developments all across the board and overseas dominance for many years.

This Encyclopedia resource gave me information on my major research objective of Educational legislation, before and after the Education Act of 1870. It described the nature of some of the English systems prior to the reform in 1870 in accurate detail. Unfortunately, like most Encyclopedia articles, it was very weak when examining the specifics of the bill or the affects the bill had on education. It also lacked public opinion of the bill which I felt would have been very helpful. Despite these weaknesses it was a great source overall and should always be used first when examining the Education Act of 1870.
Dr. Rosen, Bruce. “State Involvement in Public Education before the 1870 Education Act.” The Victorian Web. 1995. National University of Singapore. 5 Feb. 2007 <http://victorianweb.org/history/education/rosen.html>. 

This webpage describes the situation that occurred before the Education Act of 1870. It specifically goes into detail about the states involvement in earlier educational advancements. The most important being the attempted reforms as early as 1870 that would build schools in every district, though it was defeated in the House of Lords meaning it did not pass. Another important fact was revealed about the education of the time when the first educational grants were given out in 1833. These grants were small and only meant for religious institutions, but they were still a very important step in reforming the entire education system throughout England. The final and most important section of the document describes the first schools for the poor and the failure of the Education Act of 1870. Even going as far as to say it “is a notable example of the gullibility of the historian” (The Common People, 308) to call the Education Act of 1870 so vital, however, it never says it was entirely useless.

There was a fair amount of information provided on this seemingly small web page. It does not give a lot of facts overall, but the ones it does give our crucial to understanding education of the time. Specifically, it touches on the myths about the Education Act of 1870 being so great as well as talking about the reform policy in the early 1800’s. Both of these combine to make it a great source overall, despite its complete lack of public opinion on any issues. 
