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Surrealistic Distortion 


Many artist use surreal distortion in art to lead people to some kind of truth.  By using surreal distortion, artists lead people to see truth by taking unconventional viewpoints. Artists paint things that make people look beyond what they actually see in the painting to see what the artist is saying or telling some kind of story.  Artists can do this by painting things that people can relate to, things that really make people think, and things that are very simple to people.


In the painting “The Lovers”, by Rene Magritte, the painting shows a man and a woman kissing each other.  However, with the surreal distortion, the man and woman’s faces are covered and blind-folded with sheets.  The truth behind the surreal distortion is that the two “lovers” are blinded by love that they can’t see anything else that is going on.  However, it could also be seen from another viewpoint that the two people are so controlled by lust, that they are blind to what is going on with each other, and that they don’t really know the other person. By using unconventional viewpoints, the painter leads the viewer to see how they are “blinded” by each other. It is a type of painting that viewers can relate to with personal experience. The title “The Lovers” also helps understand the painting. It shows that the two are supposedly in love with each other, or that they are just blinding each other with lust.     

In the second painting, called “Old Masters” also by Rene Magritte, there is a man in a fine black suit and a black bowler cap, and he is standing in a nice looking wooded room and balcony. However, he is also holding a needle behind his back. The scene in front of the man is a beautiful blue cloudy sky and blue ocean.  With the surreal distortion in the painting, the man is standing right side up, but everything else in the painting is upside down.  The truth trying to be shown is that the man is a drug addict.  The way that he is dressed, the nice room he is in, and the fact that he is hiding the needle behind his back, shows that he is trying to hide his problem.  He tries to look good on the outside and to look like he is doing great in life so that everyone thinks he is ok; however he is really trying to hide everything behind him, hoping no one will notice.  Everything being upside down shows how his problem is turning his entire world upside down, therefore ruining everything for him.  And the beautiful scene in front of him shows that he is looking toward better things, and hoping and wishing that he could be there. By using the different viewpoints shown by the surreal distortion, people could see the truth because some of them could relate to it, because they could be having the same problem. The title “Old Masters” also helps viewers see the truth behind the painting because it tells that with the drugs being their “masters”, they controlled them, and ruled their lives.

In the third painting, known as “The Melting Clocks”, by Salvador Dali, there are many clocks lying around. Everything is in a dark desert wasteland, except for a small area in the back of the painting that is bright and colorful and has a beautiful lake by it. Some of the clocks are lying on expensive things like a desk and a blanket, and some have bugs on them such as flies and ants.  With the surrealistic distortion, all of the clocks are flimsy and melted and are hanging over on things.  The main truth trying to lead viewers to is that people let time “melt” away.  We are so busy with the things we do in life that we don’t take the time to enjoy it and we are just letting it pass us by and melt away.  The scene of the dark desert tells that we are spending all of are time in a dark, unhappy and unsatisfying place. Therefore, this means that we could just as easily be in the bright and beautiful area by the water, or a place in life where we are actually happy. The clock melting over things like the blanket and the desk shows how we spend so much of our time over material things. We try to fill our lives with the things we buy, trying to make ourselves happy with them.  The bugs all over the clocks represent the little things in life. Instead of caring about the things that really matter in life, we worry about all of the little things that bug us. With all of the different things to look at in this painting, the artist uses many different alternative viewpoints the show a truth to the viewers. In addition, the title “Melting Clocks” helps viewers see the truth of how people let all of the time in their life just go by and melt away. 


Art can be used to show many different things to many different people.  By using surrealistic distortion, artist can show a type of truth by using irregular viewpoints. Artists try to make viewers look beyond what is actually painted, to see what they are actually trying to say to them.  It could be a truth about the world, the people living in it, or just what is going on in it.                       
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