                          Serving With Excellence

                                What does this Mean??





What is Excellence?? Wait for answers…



Here is the Bibles definition:  2 Peter 1:3-11 tells us; 3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to[a] his own glory and excellence,[b] 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue,[c] and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities[d] are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10 Therefore, brothers,[e] be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.





This is the excellence of God’s character! GOD has given us EVERYTHING we need to pursue excellence.  

His call is to strive daily for this perfection, and to do so without tire.  It is our effort and our will, which brings a smile to His Face, more than the record of deeds which we have done.  There is no greater question than this.  How can we be excellent in God’s sight?  God desires men to mirror His excellence.



Work heartily, not lazily.  Proverbs 6:6-11 tells us that most ants are more productive than most people!  Every time a Christian is lazy in his work, every time he/she is not pursuing excellence, he/she becomes a thief.  Does God really mean, “Thou shalt not steal?”  Yes!  Stealing in laziness is just as offensive as a pickpocket.  Laziness in whatever it is we do; whether paid/or volunteer is stealing from those whom you are laboring for and it brings a reproach to God.  If God commands us to pursue excellence, if he commands us to work heartily, if he commands us to serve Christ, less than this would be sin.



Always remember that to pursue excellence in your work is to rely on the grace of God’s hand in all we do.  Prayer is an important part of pursuing excellence – we cannot do it on our own.  Excellence cannot be achieved by personal merit, but only through divine grace.  His divine power has granted this to us, but we must come to Him in prayer. 





Who then makes a good volunteer?  There are 3 qualities we need to have. These are not original – you may have heard them before, but it boils down to these basic qualities. If you want to serve God well, there is no getting around these.



Faithful

The first quality of a good servant is that he is faithful to the task given him.

Ps 15:4 answers the question ‘who is it who dwells in the presence of God’ by saying – it is the one who keeps their promise – even when it hurts. In other words the one who is faithful, the one who is dependable, the trustworthy person.



Available

The second quality of a good volunteer is that they are available. Service cannot take place unless we have created space for it.



Luke 14: 25 – 30 Count the cost & finish what you begin. 25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it— 29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’?



Luke 9: 57 – 62  not able to finish, all who se 57 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.” 
58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 
59 Then He said to another, “Follow Me.” 
But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 
60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God.” 
61 And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house.” 
62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”



In other words when we are committing to serving in our ministries, we must commit wholly. Simply showing up does no one any good.





Teachable

II Cor 4:1 – says we are ministers through God’s mercy. But it also means I am not here to serve so & so. I am not here to be recognized for my excellent service . . . I’m here to serve God, because he has included me through His mercy. Therefore, whether I’m recognized or not, I serve with Excellence!!

Secondly, teachability begins with the right attitude about myself. Phil 2: 3–4 says  3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

  In other words… have a right estimation of yourself – nothing is harder than serving with someone who thinks the world of themselves and cannot be taught.



Thirdly, teachability is about having the right outcomes in mind.

I Pet 4: 8 – 11 says, 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.



Well then friends we need the mentality that; It’s not about me, it’s about God! It’s about serving others, about building up the body, about bringing glory to Christ, not to myself. 



Conclusion, What then does it take to serve with Excellence? You have to be FAITHFUL, AVAILABLE  & TEACHABLE.

If you put those three together, and form an acronym, it is easy to remember the three essential qualities of an excellent volunteer. The acronym is F. A. T. We want FAT volunteers!
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